
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE  
&  

SCHOOL OF MUSIC  
LARGE ENSEMBLE AUDITIONS 

 
FALL SEMESTER 2023 

 
AUDITION  INFORMATION 

• Monday, August 21 (First Day of Class), 8a-3p 
• Room 166 (Percussion Studio) 

• SIGN  UP SHEET on door of 166 
• RESULTS POSTED on Percussion Bulletin outside of room 272 @ 4p 

• NOTE: Percussion Ensemble will meet on Monday, August 21 from 6p-8:30p (this 
includes set-up and tear down) in room 272 

• NOTE: Wind Ensemble personnel will not meet on Monday / Audition Day  but will 
start rehearsals on the first Wednesday after auditions. Principal Percussionist for 
Wind Ensemble should see Wind Ensemble conductor immediately following the 

posting of audition results 
 

ABOUT AUDITIONS 
• Required during both the FALL and SPRING semesters for ALL members of the 

Percussion Studio and determine ensemble placement. 
• Provide opportunity to experience a professional audition environment for future 

success as a professional percussionist auditioning for graduate programs, orchestras, 
military bands, etc... 

• Determine ensemble placement for Percussion Ensemble and School of Music Large 
Ensembles  

o NOTE for NON-MUSIC Majors: Campus Symphony and Symphonic Band 
do not require audition. 

• NOTE to Studio members and Utah Drumline members: YES, the expectation is 
that you take the audition and do well. Many have. Some of our best members/players 

of the studio are the best members/players of the drumline and vice versa.  
• Key= preparation, summer access to studio, etc... 

 
ENSEMBLE INFORMATION 

• Percussion Ensemble MUSC 4485 / 6685: 
o Monday (Full Ensemble): 6p-8:30p (time includes set-up / tear down) 

▪ Percussion Ensemble will meet on the first day of school 
o Wednesday (Chamber Group(s) / Sectionals as needed 

▪ 6p-8:30p (time includes set-up / tear down) 
o NOTE: Personnel determined at Fall Percussion Auditions 
o NOTE: All personnel will not be at all rehearsals 

 



• ONE of the following School of Music Large Ensembles 
o Wind Ensemble: Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 2-4pm 

▪ NOTE: Percussionists assigned to Wind Ensemble will NOT meet on 
the first day/class/rehearsal of the semester due to the audition 
schedule. 

o Philharmonic Orchestra: Tuesday, Thursday: 2-4p / Wednesday: 11:50a- 
1:45p 

o University Campus Symphony: Wednesday: 6-9p 
o Symphonic Band: Thursday: 6-9p 

 
NOTE: If you pre-register for an ensemble before semester auditions, you may need to 

make adjustments to your schedule based on audition placement results. 
 
 

AUDITION MATERIAL LIST - MUSIC ATTACHED BELOW 
 

FOR TIPS, TRICKS, TOOLS & TRADECRAFT - CLICK HERE  
 

 
MUSIC MAJOR REQUIRED AUDTION LIST 

 
TIMPANI  
• Nick Woud: Symphonic Studies for Timpani, solo #6 

 
SNARE DRUM 

• Prokofiev Lt. Kije 
o Movement 1: Rehearsal 1 to Rehearsal 2 
o Rehearsal 13 to 4 measure after rehearsal 14 

 
XYLOPHONE 

o Gershwin: Porgy and Bess, Opening 
 
TRIANGLE 
• Rimsky Korsakov: Scheherazade, Movement 2 

o 9 measures after rehearsal K through 17 measures after rehearsal K 
• Rimsky Korsakov: Scheherazade, Movement 4    

o 9 measures after rehearsal W to rehearsal X 
 
BASS DRUM 
• Mahler: Symphony No. 3 

o Movement 1: 8 measures after rehearsal 1 through 2 measures after rehearsal 2 
 
CHAMBER PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE GROUP AUDITION MATERIAL 

• This is an optional audition in addition to the required audition material lists above. 
• This audition does not substitute for the require audition material lists above. 
• This audition is for consideration for the Chamber Percussion Ensemble Group and 

potential participation at additional events and projects such as the Percussive Arts 



Society International Convention.  
• You must complete both the required audition material list above and the Chamber 

Percussion Ensemble Group audition material list to be considered for the Chamber 
Percussion Ensemble Group. 

• You must successfully audition and participate in the one of the large ensembles listed 
above including percussion ensemble to be considered and participate for the Chamber 
Percussion Ensemble Group. 

 
CHAMER PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE REQUIRED LIST: 
John Cage: Amores 

• Movement 2: measures 1-21 
• Movement 3: measures 1-12 
• Students auditioning should prepare all 3 parts.  
• Auditionees will be asked to perform all 3 parts with other players as a group during the 

audition.  
• Part of the audition will be the ability of the individuals and group to rehearse and put the 

piece together in a first rehearsal setting / environment 
 
 
 

NON - MUSIC MAJOR AUDTION LIST  
NOTE: Campus Symphony and Symphonic Band do not require audition. Percussion Ensemble, 

Philharmonic Orchestra and Wind Ensemble do require an audition.  
 
SNARE DRUM 
• 2 minute excerpt of solo or etude of choice (orchestral or rudimental): 

o Examples: Pieces by Cirone, Delecluse, Peters, Pratt, Jeff Queen, Matt Savage or 
equivalent. 

 
TWO MALLET KEYBOARD 
• 2 minute excerpt of solo or etude of choice (marimba, xylophone, vibraphone): 

• Two Mallet Examples: George Hamilton Green Xylophone Rags, Gottlieb 
Masterworks for Mallets, etudes / solos by Goldenberg, Hatch, Koshinski or 
equivalent. 

 
FOUR MALLET KEYBOARD 

• 2 minute excerpt of solo or etude of choice (marimba or vibraphone): 
• Four Mallet Examples: Pieces by Abe, Burton, Burritt, Friedman, Ford, Glentworth, 

Kopetzki, Metzger, Musser, Peters, Smadbeck, Schmitt, Sammutt, Stout, Zivkovic or 
equivalent. 

 











Xylophone
Gershwin
Porgy and Bess
Introduction
m. 3 to four before figure B

-Tl*g$ foN b?,ro

,i

'.1 i ! ! t' ? J

:i rii at -l- --+ +- -l

ALBLLRLLi?LRLRLKL

LfL LL &(BLi--RLL ftt-Rtt

.'

LQ bL R LF.LRL

( RL R L

Yt*lulo e bert marcafa

i$p.r.u '

rt

ftt-A L ftt t(t-RL LRLlRLL



Continued
Xylophone
Gershwin
Porgy and Bess
Introduction
m. 3 to four before figure B
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